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himself candidate for three seats: Meath, Mayo, and the
city of Cork. When the election was over, Parnell found
that he had been elected for all three* He chose to sit for
Cork, which he continued to represent until his death* On
April 26,1880, the Irish Parliamentary party, which had done
very well in the election, met to choose a chairman in place
of Mr* Butt, but there was no hope of an agreement then,
so the meeting was postponed until May 17, when two
candidates were proposed: Mr* William Shaw, a sober-minded
business man, whom Parnell, it was said, had called an old
woman and unfit to lead any party; and Parnell* When the
poll was declared, Parnell was in possession of a majority of
five votes* Twenty-three had been cast for him, and eighteen
for Mr* Shaw* He was now the leader of the Irish party*
His age was thirty-four, and he had been in Parliament for
five years*
Among those who voted for him was a new member of the
party who was unknown to nearly all his colleagues* His
name was Captain William Henry O'Shea, and he had been
elected with the C/Gorman Mahon for the two-member
constituency of County Clare at the election lately concluded*
The O'Gorman Mahon was one of those picturesque ruffians
who delight the hearts of maiden ladies* Mr* O'Hara, in
Chief and Tribune* says " he had, of course, not a vestige of
right to the grandiloquent title he assumed/*
James Patrick O'Gorman Mahon was still erect, though he
was an old man with white hair, and he stood six feet three in
his stockings* He cut a figure at the court of Louis Philippe,
where he became the friend of the king and the intimate
of Talleyrand* He was a famous and feared duellist, respect-
fully treated by men and adored by women; but his blood was
unquiet, and he could not continue in one place for long*
Paris was the place to which he always returned, but he
frequently went from it to fight in any wars that were being
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